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"7, All the clauses enumerated above shall be kept abso-
lutely secret." 27
The Franco-Russian Alliance of 1894, like the Austro
German Alliance of 1879 and the Triple Alliance of 1882;
was in its origin essentially defensive in purpose. This is
clear from the preamble to the Treaty itself and from the
full account which we now have of the negotiations by
which it was concluded.28 There was originally no intention
among responsible authorities of either party that the Alli-
ance should be used for an aggression against Germany or
any other Power, or that it should be employed to support
dangerous and ambitious policies which might involve a
conflict with any of the Triple Alliance Powers or with
England. Whatever may have been the hopes inspired by
the Alliance in the hearts of Pan-Slavs for realizing Rus-
sia's "historic mission" in the Balkans and the Far East,
or in French chauvinists for the recovery of Alsace-Lor-
raine and the extension of French colonial power, the re-
sponsible Russian and French Ministers knew better. The
French Cabinet did not count upon Russian armed support
at Fashoda or in Morocco, nor the Russians upon that of
France in the Far East or the Balkans. It was not
until much later, in the days of Delcasse, Izvolski, and
Poincare, that the Franco-Russian Alliance was essentially
changed in spirit from a defensive to a potentially offensive
combination.
To be sure, the Alliance embodied from' the outset the
militarist doctrine, prevalent since the Napoleonic Wars,
that the best military defensive is to wage offensive war.
Mobilization by Germany was to be followed by the instant
27 VAlliance Franco-Russe, p. 92.
28 L'Alliance Franco-Russe, passim.   At one point in the negotiations
Alexander III wished to insert a clause that the treaty would be nullified
if France provoked a war; but he renounced the idea when General Bois-
defire pointed out that "it was concluded for a defensive war"; ibid., p. 91